October 21 - 27, 2019
What’s Happening?
Chicago groups prep African immigrants for the census - WBEZ
US takes step to require DNA samples from asylum seekers - AP
Mexico blocks caravan, 2 African migrants drown during immigration crackdown - AZ Central
Cuban asylum seekers, once welcomed in the US, face new roadblocks with “Remain in
Mexico” - LA Times
Border patrol growing presence at hospitals creates fear - AP
Justices grapple with identify fraud by undocumented immigrants - Bloomberg News
Trump says he will unfreeze security aid to Central American countries - Wash Post
San Diego CBP holds migrant children longer than it’s supposed to, lawyer says - LA Times
Louisiana becomes new hub in immigration detention under Trump - AP
Legal status for thousands of Liberians in US hangs on court decision - Public Radio Intl

Action One: Prayer
Here I Am Lord. I am here to thank you for my life. For calling me to be an instrument of
accompaniment. An instrument to make a difference wherever I am. Lord, open my ears so I
can listen in silence and thus be able to hear the needs of my sisters and brothers. Lord, give
me the strength to never give up, even if darkness appears. Perhaps it’s only me to start, but
you are with me. Lord, give the wisdom to continue being an instrument that listens, gives
hope, and accompanies. Thank you Lord because through service, you fill me with joy. Lord, I
am ready to go to the peripheries. Be my partner, my guide, my everything. Amen. (Consuelo
Sandoval, Pastoral Migratoria, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Chicago)

Action Two: Calls/Letters
NATIONAL LEVEL - Tell your members of Congress to support the GRACE Act. The GRACE
Act will establish an annual refugee admissions level of no less than 95,000. Call your MOC
today: https://act.rescue.org/grace-act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=1b768904-cb2f-4d8a-8ad0-a5d279f1fbb8
NATIONAL LEVEL - Cong. Pete Aguilar is trying to protect immigrant rights, but needs your
help. Add your name to the petition to stop the use of inhumane immigrant detention centers.
https://act.peteaguilar.com/page/s/close-detention-centers?source=MS_EM_PET_2019.07.10_B1_detentioncenters_X__F1_S1_C1__all

NATIONAL LEVEL - Say NO to Trump’s inhumane policies that separate families and harm
kids. Take action now. http://fpl.actionkit.com/call/say-no-president-trumps-inhumane-policies-separatefamilies-harm-kids/?t=7&akid=1693%2E48167%2E-N4CkC

NATIONAL LEVEL - Climate change affects us all. Take action - sign the petition urging the
Senate to act on climate change.
https://catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/InternationalClimateActioncopy3/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=ed3708daa5a1-406e-8483-545d282c3893

NATIONAL LEVEL - Christians, welcome the stranger. We oppose Trump’s immigration
raids. https://act.faithfulamerica.org/sign/ice_raids/?t=1&akid=1643%2E443148%2EbALF-E&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=041c315f-e3904496-8136-bcfe9d3075ae

NATIONAL LEVEL - Send a message to Congress calling for the protection of those seeking
asylum at our border. https://ignatiansolidarity.net/campaignforhospitality/2019/06/27/action-alert-inherent-dignity-of-asylumseekers/?utm_source=ISN+Updates+List&utm_campaign=fdbd2096e3-Light_Darkness_2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f721035495fdbd2096e3-255847889&mc_cid=fdbd2096e3&mc_eid=9c9f057a6f

Action Three: Education
Trump’s cuts to refugee numbers ignores humanitarian needs - https://time.com/5694866/refugeeresettlement-numbers/

Children who cross the border, in their own words https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/V9MNh7RNL3BeqWVD5soadQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfiaDVP0TUaHR0cHM6Ly9zdG9yeS5jYWxpZm9ybmlhc3VuZGF5L
mNvbS9lc2NhcGUtbWlncmFudC1jaGlsZHJlbj90ZT0xJm5sPWNhbGlmb3JuaWEtdG9kYXkmZW1jPWVkaXRfY2FfMjAxOTEwMTY_Y2FtcGFpZ25
faWQ9NDkmaW5zdGFuY2VfaWQ9MTMxMTMmc2VnbWVudF9pZD0xNzkzMSZ1c2VyX2lkPWIxZWQzMmRiOWFhNWVjMjIyYzM0YzYyMjUxMTZm
NDY3JnJlZ2lfaWQ9ODEzODY0NDZXA255dEIKAB3VG6dd0iKH1lIWbGJyYXllcmpwaWMyQGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAA~~

How the Trump admin uses “workarounds” to reshape legal immigration https://www.npr.org/2019/10/10/769009449/how-the-trump-administration-uses-workarounds-to-reshape-legal-immigration

The new geography of American immigration - https://www.citylab.com/life/2019/10/immigration-where-fromred-blue-state-population-growth-data/599884/

This travel fund helps lawyers fly to the border and help asylum seekers https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/immigration/story/2019-10-16/this-travel-fund-helps-lawyers-fly-to-the-border-and-help-asylumseekers

Michigan State Univ. helps migrant workers earn high school diplomas https://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2019/msu-helps-migrant-workers-earn-high-school-diplomas/

How immigrant workers are preparing for automation in agriculture - https://www.pri.org/stories/201910-17/how-immigrant-workers-are-preparing-automation-agriculture

Border wall construction: imperiling sacred sites, churches and religious freedom https://franciscanaction.wordpress.com/2019/10/17/border-wall-construction-imperiling-sacred-sites-churches-and-religiousfreedom/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=1b768904-cb2f-4d8a-8ad0-a5d279f1fbb8

Action Four: Action
ONGOING: BROADVIEW FRIDAY MORNING VIGILS: 7 AM, 1930 Beach St., Broadview, IL
Join in prayer vigil at the immigration processing center to provide public witness and
accompaniment to those about to be deported. First Fridays are Interfaith Services; other
Fridays center on the Catholic Rosary DIRECTIONS: from Loop, take I-290 west to south
25thAve, then to exit 18A; turn right at Lexington, left at Beach St.
Interfaith Community Forum - Wed., Nov 6, 7:30-9 pm at St. James Parish Center, 820 N.
Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights, IL. Viator House, St. James Catholic Church and
the Arlington Heights League of Women Voters are sponsoring an interfaith community forum
focused on issues facing children seeking asylum in the U.S. Event will feature talks by Fr.
Corey, Br. Michael Gosch, one of the young men at Viator House and an attorney who has
represented young people seeking asylum in the U.S. This interfaith event is open to all. Click
here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0iop0q7yiCEOEVWUDNpYmJxc1NMWURLWXE4SUpjcjlLckV3/view

Action Five: Social Media - @ (your MOC) We demand that the United States gov’t do its
part in saving lives by rescuing refugees who are currently victims of the global crisis.
Increase the PD numbers for 2020.
Thank you for all your efforts.

